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Pre-cast terrazzo has many practical advantages over other materials; it is resistant to wear and tear, 
easy to clean and requires relatively little maintenance. The following recommendations will help you 
to care for the material correctly, avoid possible problems and benefit from the pre-cast terrazzo 
keeping the factory finish far longer. 

 
It is important to be aware of the inherent properties of pre-cast terrazzo in order to set up a suitable 
cleaning and maintenance regime. Pre-cast terrazzo consists of natural marble chippings, traditionally 
set into a cement-based matrix which is finely ground and polished as part of the manufacturing 
process. The surface of the finished terrazzo is approximately 70% marble. Terrazzo is a “hard finish” 
and requires little protection against wear but does need it from staining of the surface. A penetrating 
sealer is usually applied in the factory and/or on site as part of the final finishing process. The marble 
and cement sealers used are absorbed into the product, sealing off pores and hardening the surface 
to give greater resistance to dusting and staining. Re-sealing may be carried out periodically over the 
life span of the product, however, it may be necessary to re-polish the terrazzo surface beforehand 
depending on the level of wear. 
 
Daily cleaning of pre-cast terrazzo worktops should involve carefully dusting down the surface to 
remove any dust or grit as it is possible for a build-up of fine particles to act as an abrasive on the 
hard surface causing small scratches. Similarly, it is not recommended that a terrazzo work surface is 
ever used directly as a cutting/ chopping board as it will lead to scratch marks.  
 
Terrazzo worktops can be wiped down using a paper towel or standard dish cloth with clean water 
and a neutral cleaning agent only. It is important that the compatibility of the cleaning product is 
considered as it is the contents of the cleaning agent itself that can cause problems. Acid or alkaline 
based cleaning agents that have a P.H. value other than 7 should not be used on pre-cast terrazzo. 
Repeated use of harsh cleaning products, even in diluted form, can lead to etching of the marble 
surface and cause the cement base to disintegrate resulting in pitting to the surface. This will roughen 
the finish which can cause dirt retention impacting on hygiene as well as looking unsightly. Unsuitable 
cleaning products may also impact on the effectiveness of the sealant and cause the pre-cast surface 
to become more susceptible to staining.  
To minimise the risk of staining, any spillages should be cleaned immediately where possible. The 
likelihood of staining will increase the longer the terrazzo is exposed to the spillage. It is also not 
recommended that hot pots or pans etc are put directly onto the terrazzo surface as it may cause 
discolouring.  
In the event of excessive wear and tear, it is likely that abrasive sanding will be necessary to grind out 
scratches/ staining where possible. This process involves using a course grit abrasive to grind back 
the surface and should only be carried out by someone with the expertise required to ensure that the 
original finish can be reproduced afterwards. We would strongly recommend that this type of work is 
carried out by a Terrazzo Specialist. 


